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| Despite record,
dog handler under fire

By LAURIN BRACEY

TOLAY StoH Wraer

Controversial dog handier
John Proston has made a mnt-
mum of §¥,42 assisting Bre-
vard polige and prosecuturs
mvestigate some 68 felony
cases snce 1981 .

But recent gquestions about
the reliabilty of his scent
tramed dogs may cost m
future business here

His eredentials never
doubted by the Brevard agen-
ctes that mred him, Preston
and his dogy helped lacal pros-
ecutors conviet “about eight of

sistant  State Attormey Dean
Moxley.

Most of those guspects
were accused of murder One
was sentenced to die

But defense attorneys and
dog handling experts across the
country have challenged Pres-
tow's  credibity, saymg he
gurdes hug dops aﬁﬂ%@g—”‘ FEET

hlities,

Jales heir capaniies,
-+ _Atiempting to and the con-
troversy, Brevard Cireuit

Ve A58 we O
Preston to_undergo twe nde-
rident tests,

Judpe Git Goghormn — presulng

state trooper ang lus dog, Bear,
mlg%ﬂm&%
trackmp tests n Brevard Ju

%, according to @ dog expert
who asked not t

Bear ~'just wandered
srgund for, about, U minutes
white attempting to track a o

run scent along a
1l5-mile poute, the e%ggrt Sl
reston sid s coul

track an gt4-year-oid scent,
I
ear left Brevard, leay.
m; e second test undone

X Tl
it still 15 tmcertamn whether
the second test will be at

10" suspects, according 1o As-

The former Pennsylvama

tempted.

records supphied by soma uf!zc:atsi
are picomplete.

ax 10 gnmd” providing only “han * STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

the slory.”

The agency that fst suw-'

re
ve dons, I've seen P ca““g; oned Preston @ Brevard was the

saud.
Under court onder nol {0 com-
ment, Moxley decined to discuss

the results of the recent fest In,

Brevard. .

‘Ihe prosecutor only sad, “Pre-
ston's chazracter hus been asasse
nated and he hasn't had an
opportunity to tell the facts,”

Preston, who dechned come
ment while in Brevard, couldn’t be
reached for comment in Galton,

. But L Wilson Davis, a 7/-year-
old government researcher on dog
scenting, believes Preston's dogs
can do what he says they can ~
meluding tracking an Slg-year-old
scen!

t
“f had my,doubts, but now 1
absotutely.believe ham," Davis said
Saturday “I saw hsmdoit.”
war car” fo

mew
World War 11, alsa is the authoy O
“Go Em_g," 8 !ﬂé FEamng manua

m trachmg butfs.
sepbed Pregton as ‘fan excelient
dop handler wih excellent GOgS

and said. the trager should not be
Jmmum.mbg_ﬁ%mzﬂ
mmw&&ﬂﬁﬂ*&%.ﬁ%!r

Although Prestori has Relped
police and prosecutors geveral
states, he has worked on more
cases in Brevard than anywhere
else, according to’ his testimony n
a 1983 murder trig}

The followmg 8 3 breakdown
of which local agencies empinyed
Preston and how much he was
pad, Records for 1981, however,

aabald  mud tTE

state attomsey's office Recordy
showmg the amount of money they
paid the dog tramer were not avalh
able late last week, however .
«+ Executive Director W.J. “Buz
zy" Patterson said it weould be
difficult to retrieve the records
which he sad are stored i three '
dufferent locations.

tncomplete records — showing
how much Preston was pald for:
expert tesiony as a prosecution
witness durmg trials — were pro-
vided by the Brevard County Fi-
pance Department and Deputy]
Court Clerk Don Prather !

According to those records, '
from Jan 1, 1984, {0 date, Preston
has recewved $12,750, Under a law
enacted Jan 1, the state picked up
the tab for thoge services - !

From Qctober 1982 to Decem-
ber 1683, connty records — which
are mcomplete — show Preston
recerved 33,140 76; when the county
was footmg the bill +

Records for 1981 and more
somplete records for 1952, howev.
er, would be difficult to retreve
beceuse they aiso are stored at
three locations, according ke county
Comptroliar Doug Martin

The money he recewved for
those trips to Brevard are not
metuded m the 537,429 ligure.

" SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

The agency first used Preston
m February 1982 To date, Prestom
has recewved $17,539 from the agen-
cy for his work i numersus feloay
cases, according to spokeswoman

e Fn t alllontn

Goshorn wanted tha tests
because Preston has provided
\hie key evidence allegediy hnk
g four suspects to the came
The trial Is scheduled to start
Aug. 20 The status of the case
remams unknown,
Preston, of Gaiton. Fa,
and one of ins dogs, Harrass I,
fwst came to Brevard m 1981
after prosecutor Moxley re-
ceved a phone call from an
Orange County deputy
Moxley was handing the
case of Mark Wayne Jones, 2
Sharpes construchion worker
charged with first-degree mmur
der | the shootmg deaths of
two teen-age givls
Preston's - dog Bl
Jones to the crime, Moule
spid, but the dop handler’s test
mony wa§ not used Joue
pleaded guilty when proszcu
tors agreed not to seek th
death penalty

Moxley said prosecutor
pever checked mio Preston’
background or claims bacaus
whe thmps he was dog )

Brevard were go_selfvendy
'lng "

‘The prosecutor discoum
Preston's crities, saymg the
are “just the folks who have 2
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TITUSVILLE POLICE |

The department hus paid Pres- '
ton $1,500. Preston was paid 31,300
by the department for s work m -
the upcoming munder tnal of Eiton
Kimbrough, Wamer Gibbs, Ken-
neth Michael Burch mnd Rebert
Samuel Taylor. The [our men are !
accused w the 1683 suffocation |
murder ¢f 89-yearold Irene Allen
of Tusville. ~ _ :

it was this case that spurred
the independent tracking test '

The department aiso paxd Pres-
ton $300 for s work in the case of
James Elmen Despite the evi-4
dence provided by the dog handler, |
Elmen — accused m the stabbing
Gnth of Steven Linthicum —, was |
acqmtted earher thi year by &
Brevard jury

PALM BAY POLICE

The agency used Preston on
three octcasions and paid hm 8.,
wtal of 3750 On two of those otca- |
gions, he '‘was not productive for .
s, sad Police Chief Charles Sim-
mons 4

‘The thrd time was the Gary
Stanfey Benmett muvder case. )

Farher ‘tus year, Bemnett, :
whose palmp print was found at the
cyime scene, was convicted of first- |
degree murder and sentenced to
life ymprisonment in the glaymng of
Helen Nard of Palm Bay - i

According’ to prosseutor Mok

ley, Preston’s dog also found Ben-’

‘4 pett's scent on @ par of sgssors

usad to kil Mardh. The doj howev- |
pr, destro other evidence I a4
“Stent !ine-yag By urinating on 1T,

oftioials sand,

.
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INDIALANTIC POLICE !

The deprrtment paid Preston
00 for s work m the case of
accused ragst Scott Cavroll,

Cavroll, whe 1 1 custedy i
New ‘Yori, has several rape cases
pem:lmgmnmvam. .

MELBOURNE POLICE

~the pohice department alao
used Preston 1 ancther Scotl Car-
voil case, at a cost of $308,

SATELLITE BEACH POLICE

‘The agency pead - Preston 3250
after using the traumer and s dog
;n one of accused rapist Gary
Ditk’s cases, The case 8 pending

wie used the dog because the
state attorney recommended we
use it~ saul Pohce Chief Tom
McCarthy Pirk's fmgerprint Was
foumd at the ¢rime soene, he saud,
and the evidence provided by Pres-
ton 15 just “frosting on the cake”

INDIAN HARBOUR
BEACH POLICE 4

The depariment paid Preston
§300 for tus efforts in attemphiig 1o
solve the March 18 disappenrance
and murder of Texry Fevguson,
believed to be ane of the victims of
acoused massrurderer  Chinste-
pher Wilder .

Wikler shot himgelf to death m
New Hampshire after bemg cov-
nered by police conducting an &x-
rensive manhunt t

Indian Harbouy police  Chief
Fred Ferasg saig_breston's dog 1=,
mzm%_ﬁw
Wilder wag suspacted of taking the
1-year-gil wmnmc—._“"—”"—‘ﬂ

._Her bogy_wes_found & pural

olk County. \

-

. . . evidence in question



