
No person, on the grounds of actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, citizenship, marital 
status, gender identity, language spoken, sexual orientation or disability shall be excluded from   participation in; be 
denied proceeds or benefits of; be denied aid in accessing; or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in the delivery 
of services, programs or activities, from this office.   
 

If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation in order to participate in any proceeding, you are 
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. If you require assistance please contact: 

Brevard Court Administration (321) 633-2171 ext. 2 
Seminole County Administration (407) 665-4227 

State Attorney 
Brevard and Seminole Counties 

 

www.sa18.org 

Information for 
Victims and Witnesses of Crime 

Office of the State Attorney 

   Viera & Melbourne Offices (321) 617-7510 

   Titusville Office              (321) 264-6399         

   Sanford Office        (407) 665-6000 

All locations open Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm 

Resources 

211 or 321-632-6688 

321-690-1500 

321-690-3400 

321-637-7652 

321-637-5413 

321-631-2500 

321-726-8282 

321-631-2764 

321-242-3110 

 

800-955-8771 

800-226-6667 

850-488-9166 

877-275-6233 

800-422-4453  

877-846-3435 

BREVARD 
� 211 BREVARD (24-hour crisis line)           

� BREVARD COUNTY JAIL (24-hour information on release)             

� BREVARD JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER          

� CHILD PROTECTION TEAM (24-hour exam suspected abuse)      

� INJUNCTIONS/CLERK’S OFFICE  

� LEGAL AID (free legal assistance)          

� SERENE HARBOR (24-hour shelter, counseling)          

� SALVATION ARMY (domestic violence shelter)            

� THE WOMEN’S CENTER (emergency counseling/referrals)          
 

SEMINOLE 
� CHILD PROTECTION TEAM (24-hour suspected abuse) 

� CLERK’S OFFICE (domestic relations, injunctions)  

� JUVENILE ASSESSMENT CENTER 

� KID’S HOUSE OF SEMINOLE (advocacy for children)           

� LEGAL AID (free legal assistance)   

� SAFEHOUSE OF SEMINOLE (domestic violence shelter)  

� SALVATION ARMY   

� SEMINOLE COUNTY JAIL (24-hour information on release)         
 

STATE & NATIONAL 
� 711 FL RELAY SERVICE (deaf, speech impaired) 

� CRIMES COMPENSATION (Atty. General, myfloridalegal.com)  

� DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS (victim assist, www.dc.state.fl.us)   

� MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving)(24-hour help line)      

� NATIONAL ABUSE HOTLINE (24-hour child,elderly,disabled) 

� VINE (Victim Notification Service Everyday)(registration)      

407-324-3036 

407-665-4580 

407-665-2400 

407-324-3036 

407-834-1660 

855-655-7233 

407-322-2642 

407-665-3137 



   Dear Victim, 

        In the aftermath of crime, victims often experience both 

emotional pain and trauma as well as confusion concerning 

the legal process. My staff and I would like to offer you    

assistance as you navigate through the criminal justice     

system.  After reading the information in this brochure, if 

you have additional questions, I encourage you to contact our office to 

see how we may assist you. 

    State Attorney Phil Archer 

    Brevard and Seminole Counties 

Rights of Crime Victims 
 

� To be informed, present and heard, when relevant, at all criminal and 
juvenile proceedings 

� Notification of an arrest, release, transfer or escape of the accused, if 
possible 

� Information on the process to be protected from intimidation 

� Advance notice of all court proceedings and scheduling changes, if 
time permits 

� Prompt notification of the results of all court proceedings 

� Assistance in obtaining victim compensation and restitution 

� Notification to an employer or school when you must appear in 
court, upon request 

� Opportunity to submit a written impact statement, or 
present an oral statement at sentencing 

� Information on services to which you may be 
entitled as a victim 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
 

What is a State Attorney Investigation (SAI) and why is it necessary? An SAI is 

an informal interview; it’s an opportunity for you to tell the Assistant State Attorney what 
you know about the case.  
 

What is a Deposition? A deposition is a formal proceeding in which a victim/witness is 
placed under oath and questioned about their knowledge of a pending criminal case. A 

deposition is attended by an Assistant State Attorney, Defense Attorney (attorney for the 
accused), Court Reporter and, at the request of a victim, a Victim Advocate. The         

information obtained at this proceeding may be used at trial.  
 

What is a Subpoena? A subpoena is a court order to appear and give sworn testimony. 
Subpoenas are issued for a variety of reasons including SAI’s, depositions, and trial. If you 

receive a subpoena, it is important that you call the phone number on the date and time 
indicated on the subpoena. A Witness Manager can answer any questions regarding    

subpoenas.  
 

What if the Defendant, Defendant’s Attorney or Defendant’s Investigator     
contacts me? If the defendant or anyone representing the defendant attempts to contact 

you, you should immediately call the Assistant State Attorney assigned to your case. You 
are only required to talk to them if you receive a  subpoena for deposition, in which case 

the Assistant State Attorney will be present. 
 

How long will it be before my case goes to trial and how will I know? It is difficult 

to predict when a case may go to trial as no two cases are alike and each takes time to 

prepare based on the availability of information and witnesses. However, your Victim   
Advocate and Witness Manager can provide you with the current status of your case. 
 

When I get to the Courthouse, where do I go to testify? Please read your subpoena 
carefully as it will instruct you where to appear. You should report to the designated  

courthouse and remain outside the courtroom until you are called to testify. Please bring 
your subpoena with you. If you have any questions, call the phone number of the Witness 

Manager listed on your subpoena.  
 

When at Trial, a SAI or Deposition, does my employer have to pay me? Your  
employer is not required to pay you for the time you are away; however, your Victim   

Advocate will, at your request, send a letter to your employer explaining your role in the 
criminal case and that it may be necessary for you to miss work. 
 

Do I have the right to be present at sentencing? As a victim, you will be notified of 

the sentencing date and you are entitled to be present. If you wish to make an oral or 
written statement, you must notify your Victim Advocate or Assistant State Attorney at 

least one week in advance so that your request can be presented to the Judge. 
 

What is Crime Victim Compensation? This is a fund administered by the Bureau of 

Crime Victim Compensation in Tallahassee. It is designed to assist victims with medical, 

psychological counseling and funeral expenses incurred as a direct result of the crime. 
Certain eligibility criteria must be met to be considered for an award. For more informa-

tion, speak to a Victim Advocate at our office. 

Am I entitled to a witness fee or mileage? If you are subpoenaed for an SAI,            

deposition or trial, you may be entitled to witness reimbursement. Your                 
Witness Manager can assist you and answer any questions                                    

about reimbursement.  


