
Area codes that say ‘scam call’ 
If you are trying to protect yourself from 

phone fraud, avoid answering calls from 
these five international area codes. They are 
notorious for “one-ring scams” that trick 
you into calling back and getting hit with 
exorbitant international toll rates:  

268: Antigua and Barbuda 

284: British Virgin Islands 

473: Grenada, Carriacou, and Petite 
Martinique 

649: Turks and Caicos Islands 

876: Jamaica  

Why to avoid them 

These area codes operate like premium-rate 
phone lines. Scammers ring your phone 
once, hang up, and hope you call back out 
of curiosity. If you return the call, you could 
be billed high per-minute connection and 
calling fees that go directly to the 
scammers.  

How to protect yourself 
Don't call back: Never return missed 

calls from unfamiliar international numbers. 

Let it ring: If the call is from a legitimate 
business, the person will leave a voicemail. 

Register: Add your mobile phone number  
online to the official National Do Not Call 
Registry to block unauthorized 
telemarketers and scam calls.  

How to report bad actors 
File an FCC Complaint: Report spoofed 

numbers, illegal robocalls, or telemarketing 
violations to the FCC Consumer Complaint 
Center under the “unwanted calls” section. 

Forward Texts to SPAM: If the scammer 
switches to text messages, forward the 
message directly to 7726 (which spells 
SPAM) so your mobile carrier can 
investigate and block the sender. 

Guard your heart and money against romance scams 

Online dating and social media sites make it easy to meet new people with 
attractive qualities. But they also can open doors to fraudsters who prey on human 
loneliness.  

People of all ages are vulnerable. Floridians lost $113 million in 2025 to people 
with whom they thought they had entered trusting, romantic relationships online. 

Common scam tactics 
The person you met online frequently mentions 
meeting and being together soon but also makes 
excuses for not making video calls so you can 
see them. And then ... 

The sudden emergency: The scammer spends 
weeks building an emotional connection. Once 
they secure your trust, they fabricate a crisis. 
They might claim to be stuck overseas or facing 
a medical emergency and urgently request 
money via gift cards or wire transfers. 

The crypto scheme: In this scenario, your new 
online love interest avoids asking for cash 
directly. Instead, they groom you into investing 
in a “can't-miss” opportunity through a 
cryptocurrency platform. The platform and 
account data look real, but the scammers steal 
every dollar you deposit. 

The friendship pivot: Bypassing dating apps, 
the scammer befriends you inside online hobby groups and bonds with you through 
shared interests. Eventually, they pressure you into fake financial opportunities. 

How to protect yourself 
Verify their identity impartially: Run a reverse image search on their profile 

pictures. Talk to a trusted family member or friend to get an outside perspective on 
the relationship before sharing personal details. 

Never send untraceable funds: Do not send cryptocurrency, wire transfers, or gift 
card codes to someone you have never met in person. 

Refuse to switch platforms right away: Keep conversations on the dating app or 
social site where you met. Scammers often try to move the conversation immediately 
to texting or private messaging apps like WhatsApp to avoid security detection. 

If you  fall victim: Call the fraud department of your financial institution and ask 
them  to stop any pending transfers or recall recent wire payments,  Then, call your 
local police or sheriff’s office’s non-emergency number to file a report.  
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Justice for Doobie:  
Palm Bay man convicted of animal cruelty for stabbing dog 
Prosecutors have convicted a Palm Bay man of animal cruelty for stabbing his dog, 

Doobie, in the eye with scissors in an apparent attempt to kill him.  

A Brevard County Jury found 
PAUL R. HEINEMANN guilty on 
May 8 of animal cruelty resulting 
in pain or suffering based on 
evidence and testimony presented 
by prosecutors Alfred Marten and 
Bernadette Serafinowicz.  

Heinemann, 37, now faces up to 
five years in prison and a fine of 
up to $5,000.  

Heinemann attacked Doobie, a 
black labrador retriever-boxer-mix, as he sat with the 10-year-old dog on the floor of his 
widowed stepmother’s home in March 2025.  

The stepmother testified that she heard Heinemann say, “I was meant to kill the dog” 
and move to stab Doobie again. She grabbed the scissors from him and called police.  

Heinemann refused to talk to police and has remained in jail without bond since his 
arrest. Circuit Judge Kathryn Speicher set his sentencing for June 23.  

Doobie survived his wound but passed away from an illness while in the care of another 
family member before Heinemann’s case went to trial.  

Victim decries ‘cowardly’ 
attack on trail as man gets 

10 years for sex assault 
The man who sexually assaulted a 

woman walking on the Seminole 
Wekiva Trail in August has been 
sentenced to 10 years in prison and 
designated a sexual predator. 

PATRICK GAMACHE, 20, was 
sentenced May 19 after pleading guilty 
to sexual battery as part of an agreement 
with the State Attorney’s Office. 

Gamache’s victim, 
Hayley Hood, was 
among the 
witnesses lined up 
to testify by 
prosecutor Sarah 
Mian had the case 
gone to trial. At the 
sentencing hearing, 
Hood called the 
assault “a cowardly 
decision to take and 

use my body like an object.” 

“This six-minute altercation altered the 
way I see the world for the rest of my 
life,”  she said. “I am constantly and 
completely on edge, looking over my 
shoulder, jumping at the smallest noises, 
the smallest inkling of danger, 
wondering if it’s about to happen again 
… I can only hope no other innocent 
woman has to suffer his cruelty and that 
he gets what he deserves.” 

Hood was walking along the trail 
behind her workplace during a lunch 
break on Aug. 18, 2025, when Gamache, 
traveling on a rented electric scooter, 
approached her from behind, wrestled 
her to the ground, and dragged her off 
the trail to sexually batter her. A witness 
heard her screams and called 911. 

“I still remember what his hand felt 
like over my mouth,” Hood told the 
court. “I still remember the look in his 
eyes.” 

Man sentenced for threatening 
Brevard County Sheriff Ivey  

A Virginia man who threatened in 
Facebook messages to shoot and kill 
Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey will 
be barred from social media during five 
years of supervised probation. JACOB A. 
DEVAN, 21, also must complete anger 
management training and work 100 
volunteer hours at an animal shelter under 
a plea agreement approved by the sheriff.  

At a May 21 hearing, Devan avoided a 
possible prison sentence by pleading no-
contest to one count of making written or 
electronic threats to kill and one count of 
unlawful use of a two-way 
communication device.  

Evidence prepared by prosecutors 
included eight threatening Facebook 
instant messages including: “I will kill 
you and your family,” and, “I’ll shoot you 
till you won’t breathe anymore.”  

 

Victim’s text messages help 
send child molester to prison 

A Sanford man has been sentenced to 25 
years in prison for molesting a relative 
who texted a friend for help and shared 
details while he still lurked nearby. 

A Seminole County jury found 
RONALD L. JACKSON, 58, guilty as 
charged on May 5 of lewd or lascivious 
molestation and sexual battery of a victim 
between the ages of 12 and 18. 

Evidence presented by prosecutors 
Martine McCarthy and Sarah Mian 
included screenshots of the instant 
messages the teenaged victim sent to her 
friend  in June 2024: 

“Please get me help.” 

“First he started touching on my butt.” 

“He tried to make me have sex with him 
… I feel scared.” 


